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carried off through the columns of mercury ; but, as the 
tube is withdrawn, the fire is fuppofed to return. 

experiment IX. 

Let an excited flick of wax, of two feet and an half 
in length, and about an inch in diameter, be held near 
its middle. Excite the glafs tube, and draw it over one 
iwlf of it ■, then, turning it a little about its axis, let the 
tube be excited again, and drawn over the fame half; and 
let this operation be repeated feveral times : then will that 
half deftroy the repelling power of balls electrified by glafs, 
and the other half will increafe it. 

By this experiment it appears, that wax alfo may be e- 
leCtrified positively and negatively. And it is probable, 
that all bodies whatfoever may have the quantity they 
contain ot the eleCtrical fluid, increafed, or diminifhed. 
The clouds, I have obferved, by a great number of expe- 
riments, to be fome in a pofitive, and others in a negative 
date of electricity. For the cork balls, electrified by them, 
will fometimes clofe at the approach of excited glafs j and 
at other times be feparated to a greater diftance. And this 
change I have known to happen five or fix times in lefs 
than half an hour ; the balls coming together each time, 
and remaining in contaCt a few feconds, before they repel 
each other again. It may like wife eafily be difeover’d, by 
a charged phial, whether the electrical fire be drawn out 
of the apparatus by a negative cloud, or forced into it by 

a pofi- 
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a pofitive one : and by whichfoever it be electrified, fhould 
that cloud either part with its overplus, or have its defi- 
ciency fupplied fuddenly, the apparatus will lofe its electri- 
city : which is frequently obferved to be the cafe, imme- 
diately after a flafh of lightning. Yet when the air i9 very 
dry, the apparatus will continue to be eleCtrifed for ten 
minutes, or a quarter of an hour, after the clouds have 
paffed the zenith ; and fometimes till they appear more 
than half-way towards the horizon. Rain, efpecially when 
the drops are large, generally brings down the eleClrical 
fire : and hail, in fummer, I believe never fails. When 
the apparatus was laft electrified, it was by the fall of thaw- 
ing fnow ; which happened fo lately, as on the 1 2 th of 
November ; that being the twenty-fixth day, and fixty-fir/l 
time, it has been electrified, fince it was firll fet up } which 
was about the middle of May. And as Fahrenheit's ther- 
mometer was but feven degrees above freezing, it is fup- 
pofed the winter will not intirely put a flop to obfervations 
of this fort. At London , no more than two thunder- 
ftorms have happened during the whole fummer : and the 
apparatus was fometimes fo ftrongly electrified in one of 
tnem, that the bells, which have been frequently rung by 
the clouds, fo loud as to be heard in every room of the 
houfe (the doors being open), were filenced by the almoft 
conftant ftream of denfe eleClrical fire, between each bell 
and the brafs ball, which would not fuffer it to ffrike. 

I frail conclude this paper, already too long, with the 
following queries : 
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